
Northwest Indian Tribes 
offer terrific golf choices
 Pacific Northwest Tribes own some 
of the top courses in the Northwest like 
Ocean Dunes in Florence (right) and the 
Cedars at Dungeness in Sequim (far right). 
See inside for more.

NW Tribes getting
into golf business
 Pacific Northwest Indian Tribes are finding out the 
golf is good for business. Indian Tribes have bought 
courses like Loomis Trail in Blaine, Wash (right) and 
White Horse Golf Club in Kingston (lower right). North-
west Indian Tribes have even designed and developed 
their own golf courses like Salish Cliffs in Shelton, 
Wash. (lower left). There is plenty to like about what 
the Northwest Indian Tribes are doing with golf in the 
area. For more, please see inside this special section 
of Inside Golf Newspaper.
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Wildhorse: A
new clubhouse
and new course
 There is plenty new at Wildhorse Resort 
in Pendleton, Ore.The  Confederated Tribes 
of the Umatilla Indian Reservaton have 
owned and operated the resort since 1994 
and now along comes a new clubhouse at 
Wildhorse (left) to go with its terrific golf 
course. The Tribe also bought Pendleton 
Country Club (right) giving it two courses. 
For more on NW Indian Tribes and golf, see 
inside this section of Inside Golf.



 

Washington
 
 • Kalispel Golf Club: Course in Spokane is owned and operated by the Kalispel Indian Tribe.
 • Loomis Trail: Course is now owned by the Lummi Nation Indian Tribe.
	 •	North Shore: Course in Tacoma is owned by the Puyallup Indian Tribe.
	 •	Oaksridge: Course in Elma is owned by the Chelahlis Indian Tribe, which owns the Luckly Eagle Casino.
 • Salish Cliffs: Golf course is owned by the Squaxin Island Tribe and is located in Shelton and owns the Little Creek Casino.
 • Swinomish Golf Link: Course in Anacortes is owned by Swinomish Indian Tribe which also runs the Swinomish Casino Resort.
 • The Cedars at Dungeness: Course in Sequim is owned by the Jamestown Skallam Tribe. Also owns the 7 Cedars Casino.
 • White Horse: Course in Kingston, Wash. was bought by the Suquamish Indian Tribe, which also owns and operates the Clearwatrer Casino Resort.

Oregon
 • Chinook Winds: Course in Lincoln City used to be called Lakeside. Siletz Tribe bought the course and changed the name to go with its nearby  
    casino.
 • Ocean Dunes: Course in Florence is owned and operated by the Coos, Umpqua and Siuslaw Indian Tribes. Tribes also own and operate the  
    Three Rivers Casino.
 • Ka Nee Tah: Course and resort owned by the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs closed down in 2018.
 • Pendleton Country Club: Recently bought by the Confederated Tribes of Umatilla, owners of Wildhorse Resort.
 • Wildhorse: The Confderated Tribes of Umatilla created the Wildhorse Golf Course and casino in Pendleton.

 
Idaho
 • Circling Raven: The Coeur d'Alene Indian Tribe owns Circling Raven and casino in Worley, Idaho. 

•		Page	2		• •  NORTHWEST TRIBAL GOLF  • •		Inside	Golf	-		September	Issue	2019	•

Bob marlatt
Publisher

Steve Turcotte
Editor-Advertising

Kathy Marlatt
Operations Manager

mailing Address
P.O.Box 1890

Port Townsend, WA 98368

phone
(360) 379-4080

E-mail Address
InsideGolf@InsideGolfOnline.com

Website
Insidegolfnewspaper.com

INSIDE
THIS 

EDITION

NW Indian Tribes and golf

Circling Raven Golf Club in Worley, Idaho is part of the Coeur d’Alene Indian Tribe.

Northwest Indian Tribes are finding out
that golf is good for their businesses
 From Oregon to Washington to Idaho, 
Pacific Northwest Indian Tribes are finding out 
there are different ways to create a business. 
Sure, the casino business is always big. And 
a hotel always helps.
 But many are finding out that owning a golf 
course is a good thing.
 All three Pacific Northwest states now 
have Indian Tribes that own golf courses. And 
many of these are courses are ranked among 
the best in the Northwest.
 Most Indian Tribes have bought golf 
courses that were already in existence. But 
other Tribes have designed and developed 
their own golf courses like the Squaxin Island 
Tribe with Salish Cliffs in Shelton, Wash. 
and the Coeur d’Alene Tribe in Idaho with its 
Circling Raven Golf Club. Both of those golf 
courses are ranked among the best in the 
Pacific Northwest.
 The state of Washington has the most In-
dian Tribe-owned courses with eight, Oregon 
has four and Idaho has one. Most recently, the 
Chehalis Indian Tribe bought the Oaksridge 
Golf Course in Elma, Wash.
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Washington Tribal Golf

The Jamestown Skallam Tribe owns the Cedars at Dungeness Golf Course in Sequim (above) and it also 
owns the 7 Cedars Casino; The Swinomish Indian Tribe has its own Swinomish Golf Links Golf Course 
(lower photo) in Anacortes plus it operates the Swinomish Casino and Lodge.

 The last few years have been busy ones for Wash-
ington tribes: Most recently the Chelahlis Indian Tribe 
bought the Oaksridge Golf Course in Elma, Wash. 
Prior to that the Kalispel Indian Tribe bought The Spo-
kane Club and changed the name to the Kalispel Golf 
Club and opened it up to the public. Another recent 
purchase was Loomis Trails in  Ferndale that was 
bought by the Lummi Nation Indian Tribe in October 
of 2018. 
 Once a tribe buys a course, they start making 
improvements immediately. Places like Dungeness  
Golf Course that the Jamestown Skallam Tribe bought 
and changed the name to The Cedars at Dungeness 
and started making significant improvements to the 
entrance and the grounds around the clubhouse. They 
then began a major remodel of the clubhouse, adding 
a new restaurant and updating the entire building. The 
course has been manicured to resort standards with 
new tees, bunker upgrades, and cart paths redesigns 
as part of their master plan.  A new  6,000 sp. ft. two 
story building was just completed and will house carts 
on the bottom and four offices and conference room 
above. A new 100-room casino hotel will open in the 
summer of 2020 at the 7 Cedars Casino for great stay 
and play option. They also took over the management 
of Peninsula Golf Club in Port Angeles and began 
making improvements to that facility, providing more 
options for golfers.  
 The Swinomish Indian Tribe bought Smilk Golf 
Course in  Anacortes and besides changing the name 
to Swinomish Golf Links they managed to hire a top-
notch superintendent in Matt Atterberry who was 
previously at Suncadia. Last year vandals sprayed 
grass killer on their greens, which hit the course at 
the peak of golfing season. As devastating as it was, 
Atterberry was able to resod all of the greens with 
bent grass resulting in even better putting surfaces. 
 White Horse Golf Club is owned by the Suquamish 
Indian Tribe who operate the Clearwater Casino Re-
sort located between Poulsbo and Bainbridge Island. 
The course was recognized by Golf Digest as one 
of the top 10 new public golf courses in 2010. Once 
considered one of the most difficult courses in the 

TEE OFF AT LOOMIS TRAIL
PLAY AT ONE OF WASHINGTON’S TOP RATED COURSES,

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 365 DAYS A YEAR!

SilverReefCasino.com • I-5 Exit 260 • 866-383-0777
Visit Reef Rewards for details. Management reserves all rights.

STAY, PLAY, DINE, & GOLFGolfLoomis.com (360) 332-1725

IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK!WINNING

Northwest, it was softened in some of the more dif-
ficult areas making it playable by all skill levels. Don’t 
be mislead, it still has teeth and is a bear depending 
on which tee you choose to played from.
 The course winds through old growth fir, pine and 
cedar trees providing a peaceful and relaxing round of 
golf. A shuttle is available from the Kinston Monday 
– Sunday from 7:30am to 11:00am.
 The Clearwater Casino also has RV parking with 
60 back-in and pull-through spots.
 Loomis Trails in Ferndale was bought by the Lummi 
Tribe in October of 2018 and is now under new man-
agement. While the course has always been in great 
condition, no changes are expected. The clubhouse 
grill has been remodeled to create a sports bar feel. 
 Being affiliated with the Silver Reef Casino 
provides several stay and play options to guests. 
There are also 15 rooms at the golf course that are 
available. There is a shuttle between the course and 
the casino. The Silver Reef has 10 dining option from 
The Steak House to The Cantina Bar. With over 1,000 
slot machines and all of the favorite table games, plus 
nightly entertainment, it makes a perfect outing.
 Golfweek ranked Loomis Trails in the top ten 
“Best Courses You Can Play’ in Washington from 
2011–2016. It has been rated by GolfWeek as high 
as the #5 course in the state. 
 Salish Cliffs Golf Club is owned by the Squaxin 
Island Tribe and located in Shelton. The best descrip-
tion for the golf course is STUNNING. It is world-class 
golf that plays to 7,269 yards from the tips or as short 
as 5,313 yards from the forward tees – 5 sets of tees 
to choose from. Bentgrass fairways and greens and 
total privacy on 16 of the 18 holes that are encircled in 
lush forestry. Carts are required as the course covers 
over 300 acres with several long distances between 
holes and frequent elevation changes. Walking and 
push carts are not permitted. The cedar log clubhouse 
has a full service restaurant. 
 The adjacent Little Creek Casino Resort is a per-
fect get away with spacious rooms, the Seven Inlets 
Spa, an RV Park and several dining options and all 
the games you could desire.



That being said, just try to get on some of 
the up-scale tribal courses between 8 and 10 
am on a weekends and you will swear that this 
is just not true.

Weddings and group/corporate outings have 
proven to be another good revenue source.
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 The Puyallup Indian Tribe who owns the Emerald 
Queen Casino in Tacoma, bought the North Shore 
Golf Course in Tacoma (right); the Kalispell Indian 
Tribe bought the old Spokane Country Club,now the 
Kalispell Golf Club, to go along with its Northern 
Quest Casino in Spokane.

Why do native tribes want 
to get into golf ownership?

It’s no secret that the casinos are cash cows 
that provide a huge revenue stream to native 
American Tribes. But it’s not all profit as there 
is debt to pay back and the large overhead to 
run the casino just for starters. The ongoing 
challenge for the casinos is to generate more 
traffic. This problem is especially important to 
remote locations. 

The interest in golf is also a way to turn 
casinos into resorts where customers are more 
likely to stay in the casino hotels. 

Many tribes understand that golfers are, 
by nature, gamblers at heart. This is a perfect 
audience for their casino business. 

Across the country several tribes have 
sought out the best golf architects to design  im-
maculate layouts for their courses, most of which 
show up on the must-play lists of national and 
local publications. Example of this can be seen 
in the Coeur d’Alene Tribe’s Circling Raven in 
Worley, Idaho or the Squaxin Island Tribe’s Salish 
Cliffs Golf Club. Both tribes enlisted Gene Bates 
to design stunning courses that routinely makes 
it to the top of state course lists. 

Circling Raven has been one of the nation’s 
most decorated modern resort courses. Sal-
ish Cliffs has been listed in the Top 10 Casino 
Courses by GolfWeek magazine for 2011, 2012, 
2013, 2014, 2015, and 2016.

Many tribes offer cut-rate packages to lure 
golfers and encourage them to check out the 
casino. Golf is often considered a lost leader 
and most courses don’t make any money from 
golf.  To quote Brad Klein, Golfweek magazine’s 
architecture editor, “Golf is designed to sell 
something. Usually it’s real estate, in this case 
it’s casino rooms. The golf itself is a loss leader.”

Management reserves all rights to alter, suspend or withdraw promotions/offers at any time.  03126.TT.8.19 

800.654.9453 • Pendleton, OR I-84 Exit 216 • wildhorseresort.com  F 

CASINO • HOTEL • GOLF • CINEPLEX • RV• MUSEUM • DINING • TRAVEL PLAZA

TEE UP, THEN EAT UP
just down the road.

Enjoy breakfast, lunch or dinner 
and cold cocktails 7 days a week! 

CLUBHOUSE 
BAR & GRILL

Now Open!

For a tee time call our Pro Shop at 541.276.5588



 When Circling Raven Golf Club opened for 
play, the awards and reviews came quickly. 
The course was named among the best new 
in the country when it opened and golfers from 
far and wide came to play to check out the 
vastness of the Gene Bates-designed course 
and the stunning views that went along with 
it.
 Even 15 years later, not much as changed, 
Circling Raven is still an award-winning golf 
course and the terrific reviews just keep on 
coming (see Trip Advisor). The course, which 
is owned by the Coeur d’ Alene Indian Tribe, 
is also part of the resort and hotel.
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Quinault Beach Resort: An ocean getaway
 There might not be a golf course on the prop-
erty, but the Quinault Beach Resort and Casino in 
Ocean Shores is still a terrific place for a weekend 
or weekday visit to the Washington Coast.
 The resort sits on the shores of the Washing-
ton Coast and features some rooms with views of 
the Pacific Ocean and the chance to go to sleep 
with the sounds of ocean waves coming through 
the windows.
 The resort has a little of something for ev-
eryone. There are the variety of slot machines 
and table games, several restaurants give you 
a chance to sample different foods, a spa offers 
different types of services and the resort has 
popular entertainment on site as well.
 The resort sits just down the road from 
downtown Ocean Shores and Ocean Shores 
Golf Course and its multitude of tourist activities, 
including the chance to drive your car on the 
beach. See www.quinaultbeachresort.com.

Circling Raven celebrates a NW golf
milestone with its 15th year in play

Circling Raven is located in Worley, Idaho 
and covers more than 600 acres.
 Bates has recently come up with a reno-
vation plan to help get Circling Raven ready 
for its next 15 years. Bates has come up with 
a master plan which will include renovating, 
removing and/or adding bunkers, levelling 
existing tees as well as creating new ones, 
re-grassing greens with a new bentgrass 
variety and exploring the addition of new 
holes adjacent to the practice area.
 For information on Circling Raven, call 
the course at 800.523.2464 or check 
out their web site at cdacasino.com. Circling Raven Golf Club, owned by the Coeur d’Alene Tribe, is now 15 years old.

Muckleshoot Casino: Just keeps on growing
 The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe does not have 
a golf course, but this is a Tribe that just keeps 
growing and growing its businesses.
 The Auburn, Wash.-Tribe has been in the casino 
business for years and now is undergoing even 
further growth with an expansion to its casino area 
and plans to add a hotel.
 The Muckleshoot Indian Tribe opened its casino 
inside a 13,000 square foot tent back in 1995. But 
now has since grown and grown. Already underway 
is an expansion to its casino, a remodeled interior, 
a new convention center and cultural center. And 
then, a new 18-story, 400-room hotel will be added.  
The new expansions calls for new casino floor plan 
with 35,000 more square feet of gaming, bringing 
the total number to 157,000 square feet. A larger 
smoke-free area, a new casino center bar, and three 
new restaurants. 
 The first phase of the expansion is scheduled 
to be finished in the spring of 2020.

F L O R E N C E,  O R
5 4 1 - 9 9 7 - 3 2 3 2  |  T H R E E R I V E R S C A S I N O . CO M / G O L F



•  NORTHWEST TRIBAL GOLF • •	September		Issue	2019	-		Inside	Golf		••		Page	6		•

Oregon Indian Tribal Golf

The Coos, Umpqua and Siuslaw Tribes bought Ocean Dunes to go with their Three Rivers Casino.

Wildhorse in Pendleton, Ore. has a 10-story hotel, a full-service RV Park and a championship course.

	 •		Ocean	Dunes	Golf	Links	is	located	in	
Florence, Oregon, situated in a stretch of 
dunes that covers about 40 miles of Oregon 
coastline, making it one of the most unique 
golfing experiences in the Northwest.
 A true links course with fairways that 
wander over, around, and through dunes 
bordered by gorse, heather, shore pins and 
sea grasses. Narrow fairways and smallish 
greens will challenge every golfer’s game. 
 If you are planning a trip down the Oregon 
Coast, this course should be on your must-
play list. As with any true links, the course is 
extremely well drained and playable - even 
under the wettest conditions – year round. 
The mild coastal climate in Florence is not 
too hot in summer and not too cold in winter. 
 Ocean Dunes is owned by the Confed-
erated Tribes of the Coos, Lower Umpqua 
and Siuslaw Indians who also own the Three 
Rivers Casino Resort. The casino is located 
at the south end of the golf course and 
has 90 oversized deluxe rooms and suites 
to choose from. With 5 restaurants, daily 
entertainment and countless amenities, 
guests will want to check out their stay and 
play packages on their website. 
	 •		Wildhorse	Resort	and	Casino	in	Pend-
leton has a new clubhouse and pro shop at 
the golf course. The new clubhouse includes 
a large banquet room, a bar and a covered 
patio for guests to enjoy. 
 The clubhouse also features a confer-
ence room for small meetings and intimate 
events. A larger room is available for staff 
or officials to gather and compile scores for 
tournaments. 
 Golfers can analyze their swing and 
improve their swings in the simulator room 
that uses the Trackman launch monitor to 
map a golfer’s swing.

 The outdoor pavilion has been moved 
east of the clubhouse and provides a large 
shaded for events and tournament meals.
 The Wildhorse Casino Resort has one 
of the biggest and best RV parks with all of 
the services you would expect in an up-scale 
facility, even a shuttle to the casino.
 The casino has a 10-story hotel where 
guests have free access to the fitness 
center and business center, or relax in the 
indoor pool, sauna and hot tub. There is also 
five-screen Cineplex in the casino. The tribe 
also just purchased the Pendleton Country 
Club, which is now called Wildhorse PCC 
and open to the public.
	 •	Chinook	Winds	Course	in	Lincoln	City	
used to be called Lakeside GC and was 
bought by the Confederated tribes of Siletz 
Indians. The 18-hole course plays to 4,547 
yards. The course includes a pro shop, the 
only indoor driving range on the Oregon 
Coast, fitness center, Aces Sports Bar & 
Grill and meeting rooms. The resort offers 
243 rooms including 160 oceanfront rooms; 
61 of them fireplace suites.
	 •	Ka	Nee	Tah	Resort	and	Spa	closed	its	
doors in September of 2018. Kah-Nee-Ta 
Resort & Spa was a resort in central Or-
egon, on the Warm Springs Indian Reserva-
tion, near the community of Warm Springs in 
Jefferson County. The golf course that was 
owned by The Confederated Tribes of Warm 
Springs was built in the 1980s also became 
a casualty of the closure. The spring-fed 
swimming pool, the campground, the tee-
pees, the horses, the hotel surrounded by 
high desert trails have been a favorite for 
Northwest families for generations and will 
be a bitter pill to swallow for many of us who 
have fond memories of the place. 



1965 Woodcock Road  Sequim, WA 98382 
Pro Shop 360.683.6344

CedarsAtDungeness.com The Driest Golf Course
in Western Washington

Open Year–Round

Home of the Washington
State Senior Open

Voted Best Golf Course

  18  Hole 
championship   

course

$109 Golf Special
Green Fees, cart, range use & lunch for two

available after 12 pm • VALID SEPTember 1-30 • present coupon to redeem
offer not valid on holidays, tournaments, or group bookings • no cash value
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